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Development Review Panel (DRP) Project Summary 

Please click the box above and upload the architectural drawing, 
 project illustration or site location 

Project Description: 

Location/Street(s): 

Hill District 

Ministers 
Alliance 

(HDMA) 
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Additional Information: 

Please email any additional attachments to fwilliams@hilldistrict.org 

Development Type: Key Amenities: 

Total Number of Units: 
# at Market Rate: 
# of Affordable: 
Percent Affordability: 

If applicable, number of residents 
displaced: 

First Source Procurement 
Requirement:  Yes  No 

MBE/MWE Commitment:  Yes  No 

Use of Publicly Owned Land*: 
 Yes  No  
*If yes, explain on next page

Greenspace:  Yes  No 

Public Art Involvement:  Yes  No Number of Parking Spaces: 
Do you have a community partner that holds equity stake?  Yes  No 

Existing Community Partners: 

36


	Pro j ect Description: Catalyst Communities, LLC is proposing a 46 unit development consisting of: 1) the adaptive re-use the Historic former Letsche School into 41 apartments with accompanying community space and tot lot; and 2) the new construction of 4 Townhomes on two adjacent vacant parcels.  This will be a mixed-income development with thirty-eight Affordable Units (82%) and eight Market Rate units (18%). 
	LocationStreets: 1530 Cliff Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15219
	Project Illustration: 
	Development Type: 37 Flats and 4 Two-Story Loft Apts;4 Two Story Townhomes
	Key Amenities: Views to Downtown/Northside/Allegheny Valley; Mixed-Income; On-Site Parking;Tot Lot; Utilities Included; A/C, Laundry
	Tota l Number of Units  at Market Rate  of Affordab l e Percent Affordability: 46
8
38
82%
	If app l icab l e number of residents disp l aced: 0
	F i rst Source Procurement Requirement Yes No: Section 3 Opportunities Plan
	undefined: On
	undefined_2: Off
	MBEMWE Comm i tment Yes No: Catalyst have committed to meeting the standard MBE/WBE participation as per the Greater Hill District Master Plan and has significant experience working with M/WBE general contractors and sub-contractors. The selection of General Contractors will be through a procurement process, M/WBE participation will be a focus in that process.  
	undefined_3: On
	undefined_4: Off
	Use of Pub: Yes
	Greenspace Yes No: Seeking URA Vacant parcels to provide green space for a children's Tot Lot 
	Yes_2: undefined_5
	vement: No_2
	Do you have a community partner that ho l ds equity stake Yes No: 
	undefined_7: Off
	undefined_8: On
	Existing Community Partners: 
	Additiona l Informat i on: The school contains approximately 39,000 square foot and the 4 townhomes will contain approximately 7,776 square feet ( 1,994 per townhome including integral garages). 

The project will create twenty-four 1-bedroom apartments (twenty-two affordable and two market rate); four 2-Story  
1-bedroom market rate loft apartments; eleven 2-bedroom apartments (ten affordable and one market rate); and
seven 3-bedroom units (3 affordable apartments in the school building and 4 newly constructed townhomes (3
affordable and 1 market rate). The school and two adjacent parcels (9-R-186; 9-R-167; and 9-R-172) are currently owned
by Pittsburgh Gateways Corporation, and are under Option Agreement with Catalyst Communities, LLC.  The Developer
is seeking to obtain exclusive negotiation on six additional  vacant parcels: 4 currently owned by the URA (9-R-163; 9-
R-164; 9-R-165; and 9-R-166) and 2 currently owned by the City of Pittsburgh (9-R-182 and 9-R-187). The one-bedroom
units will offer on average 600 SF of living space; the one-bedroom lofts will offer on average 915 SF of living space; the
two-bedroom units will offer on average 824 SF of living space; the three-bedroom apartments will offer approximately
1,110 SF of living space; and the three-bedroom townhomes will offer an average 1,944 SF of living space including a
garage. 5 units will be ADA compliant, and an additional 5 units will be set aside for Section 811 Program participation.




